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One of the signature flowers of spring is the camellia.
On this episode of Garden Time we get some history
and tips about growing these beauties from the Oregon
Camellia Society. We also preview the annual Newberg
Camellia Festival in Newberg, Oregon. Coming up on
this episode of Garden Time.

o T
Ak
I ,
Ry
i/

Ryan, Judy and Jeff with Kathy Lintault from the Oregon Camellia Society.

One of the signature flowers of spring is the
camellia, specifically the Japanese hybrids,
the Camellia Japonica varieties. One place
to see a lot of them is in Newberg, Oregon
around the middle of April. That is when the
Newberg Camellia Festival (https://www.
newbergcamelliafestival.com) takes place.
This year the festival falls on the 15th of
April, 2023. To learn more about these
beautiful plants and this wonderful festival
we stopped by the Chehalem Cultural Cen-
ter (https://www.chehalemculturalcenter.
org/), the home of the festival, to talk with
a couple of the people involved.

We started our visit with a chat with Kathy
from the Oregon Camellia Society (https://

YOU TUBE
(VIDEO)

CAPTIVATE.FM

https:/ /feeds.
captivate.fm/
garden-time/

https://youtu.be/
qXpvLFE9EoC

www.oregoncamelliasociety.org/). She has
dozens of camellias in her garden and filled
us in with everything camellia. There are
three main families of camellias: japonica,
sinensis and sasanqua. They have differ-
ent characteristics and bloom at different
times of the year, so by planting different
types you can get blooms for up to three-
quarters of the year or even longer. In the
Northwestern United States, the Camellia
sasanquas start blooming in October and
continue until early winter. Then you will
have the Japonicas and hybrids blooming
from winter until mid-spring, and a newer
type of camellia called the ‘Camellia azalea’
will bloom through summer and into fall.
As a plant, the Camellia azalea is a bit ten-

SPOTIFY

https:/ /tinyurl.
com/dcnbpkmr



Stylish, custom designed iron railings add value to
your bome ana bring peace of mind to reSIBents G guests

Falls down stairways cause nearly one million injuries
per year, but with sturdy iron railings from Garden
Gallery Iron Works, your visitors will be safer and your
stairs will look great. We have a large selection of
handsome designs that will complement your home’s
architectural style. Come chat with us and let’s find the
solution that works best for you and your budget!

AVOID A FALL

USE
_ HANDRAILS |

Open Monday-Friday 10:00am-3:00pm; Closed Saturday & Sunday
Garden Gallery Iron Works « 2967 Industrial Avenue, Hubbard, OR 97032
503-981-0297 or 1-800-423-0158 « www.gardengalleryironworks.net
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der and so you have to protect it from hard
frosts to help it survive in our climate. Ca-
mellias originated in eastern and Southeast
Asia. Cultivated in Japan and China for cen-
turies, traders brought plants to Europe, not
only for the beautiful blooms, but also as
tea plants, specifically the Camellia sinensis.
The tea camellia is grown for its tender and
tasty leaves which are then made into vari-
ous types of teas. The camellia became very
popular in England and the tea camellia was
sent to the various British colonies around
the world, thus their appetite for tea over
coffee (care for a nice afternoon tea?).

This large evergreen shrub/small tree grows
in a wide range of climates which makes it
perfect for many gardens around the world.
In fact, most varieties want to be tall and
there are very few that stay small, though
they can be pruned to maintain a smaller
shape. They can survive down to about zero
degrees Fahrenheit and prefer morning sun
and afternoon shade. If your plant doesn’t
like the spot in which it was planted or the
growing conditions are not favorable, the
leaves will start to turn yellow. They like to
have cool roots, which means they prefer
less heat at the base of the plant. For that
reason they like having perennial ground-
covers and lower growing plants to help
protect their roots. They also love slightly
acidic soil which is something we have in
the Pacific Northwest. Once established, the
camellia can also be drought tolerant. When
mature they send down a tap root that helps
them survive long periods with less water.
The key is starting them correctly, which in-
cludes digging a large hole, amending the
soil with a good compost that does not bury
the crown of the plant (the area between the
plant and the start of the roots) and keeping
it well-watered but not waterlogged.

The camellia bloom is unique, too. We have
heard that, next to the dahlia, the camel-
lia has the widest range of bloom types and
styles. In the camellia family, there are six
main types of bloom styles, plus a special
type. There are singles, doubles, anemone
form, peony form, a rose form double, a for-



mal double and the special
one, a higo camellia. These
blooms also have a wide
range of colors, too, from
whites to pinks to corals and
also orangy reds, reds and
even plums and purples.
There is even a yellow ca-
mellia which is very tender
in our area.

Camellias don’t have a lot of
problems with pests and dis-
eases, but aphids can cause
issues if there is a large in-
festation. Also, a lack of wa-
ter can cause leaf curling.
The biggest problem, how-
ever, could be fungal issues.
With the warming spring
weather and heavy rains
you could see ‘petal blight'.
This can cause brown spots
on your blooms. If you see ] ) g ¢
these brown patches, pick Nuccios Bella Rossa' Camellia
up the petals as they drop
and dispose of them in your
trash and not in your com-
post. Composting them will
allow the blight to spread
out in your garden when
you spread the compost.
Regarding pruning, they
can be pruned at any time
of year to the shape you
want in your garden. How-
ever, pruning your plant
too late will result in fewer

PHOTO CREDIT: TSUGAWA NURSERY

blooms the following sea- §a Sy Abaautlfu.l ardenm easy when you

son. It is best to prune your JEaiiss, with healthy plants, fr from your local
plant right after it blooms. JEEESES grower. Come to us for plants plantcare
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want to learn more about
them, the Newberg Camel-
lia Festival is the place to be.
The Society has their annu-
al bloom show at the Che-

Check out the Garden Time TV Show Archive at www.gardentime.tv 7
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halem Cultural Center as part of the festi-
val. This year is their 82nd annual statewide
show. Anyone can enter their best blooms
by bringing them to the center between
8:00am and 11:00am. Camellia Society
members will be there to help you enter
and also to answer questions about the care
and feeding of your camellia. If you can’t
make it to the festival you can even find in-
formation on their website at https://www.
oregoncamelliasociety.org/plant-culture.

After a quick break we brought in Bryan
Stewart from the Chehalem Parks and Rec-
reation Department. Bryan helped organize
the very first Newberg Camellia Festival
along with help from the Oregon Camellia
Society. Newberg is the perfect host for the
festival because it is the official city flow-
er, designated so in 1949. After the initial
excitement of choosing a city flower, it was
forgotten until the Camellia Society reached
out to the city of Newberg. That started the
festival which is now in its 15th year. That
first year was small with only a few doz-

en people showing up, but it has grown to
be a huge festival with the whole commu-
nity getting involved. Bryan convinced the
city to focus on camellia plantings and now
there are over 80 wine barrels planted with
camellias throughout the city.

The Chehalem Cultural Center was brand
new when the first festival happened, but
now it is packed with lots of different events
happening throughout the day. The festival
starts with the Camellia Festival Walk/Run.
The run starts at 9:00am and you can sign up
for it on the festival website, though they will
accept walk-ups on the morning of the run.
Once the run is finished, the festival opens
at 10:00am and continues until 4:00pm. In-
side and outside the Cultural Center you can
find lots to do. In the ballroom and front
lobby you can see performances and dem-
onstrations celebrating Asian culture. These
include the White Lotus Dragon Dancers,
Taiko drumming, an Ikebana demonstration
with Nana Bellerud, a tea ceremony with
Margie Yap, Oregon Koto-Kai, and Hula Ha-
lau 'Ohana Holo'oko'a. Of course the Bloom
show is happening all day, but there is a lot
more. There are a variety of vendors selling
flower-themed arts and crafts. There is also
a large plant sale on the back patio with ca-
mellias for sale (naturally) along with other
great garden plants. Of course there is food,
too. Local food vendors and food carts are
located on the grounds and will offer a wide
range of goodies. If you have kids, they will
not be bored! There are kids' activities and
outside there is a large playground to let
them run around.

In addition to talking about the festival, Bry-
an filled us in on a new camellia, the ‘City of
Newberg’. This camellia was developed by
a camellia hybridizer and will be available
in the future at this great event. All in all,
it is a great event and it is even better be-
cause it is free. Stop by the festival, see the
beautiful camellias and enjoy the wonderful
community of Newberg.
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Want to bring some great fragrance into your spring
garden? Look no further than the lilac. On this episode
of Garden Time we travel to the Hulda Klager Lilac
Gardens in Woodland, Washington to learn about this
wonderful plant, how to grow them and to hear about
the Hulda Klager Lilac Days festival.

Ryan, Judy and Jeff with Ruth Wendt from the Hulda Klager Lilac Society.

We have had a wet and cold spring. Along
with all this cold weather, the local garden-
er yearns to experience some of the early
signs of the changing of the seasons. Tulips
and daffodils are a great start, but for many
people the smells of spring trigger the best
memories. If you are looking for a burst
of fragrance, a short trip up I-5 to Wood-
land, Washington to check out the lilacs at
the Hulda Klager Lilac Days is in order. This
year the blooms were just coming on. The
cold weather has held the plants back, but
now they are starting to pop! Last year they

YOU TUBE
(VIDEO)

https://youtu.be/
M-yyxwyJTWU

were blooming a month ahead of their nor-
mal schedule, but now they are ready for
the Lilac Days festival.

Due to the cold weather this spring, the
blooms are just starting to pop and the fra-
grance will be better than ever! Plus, they
will be hitting their peak in the next few
weeks. Ruth from the Hulda Klager Lilac So-
ciety met us to fill us in on what the lilac
plant needs to survive in our climate. Her
tips for success in growing these beauties:
Alkaline soil, good drainage (they hate wet
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and standing water) and lots of sun! You can
control the height of the larger varieties by
cutting them back right after they bloom,
or better yet, cut them as they bloom and
bring them indoors to enjoy. They have a
heavy bloom so they can tend to flop over,
but pack them tightly in a vase to help them
stay upright. They have a woody stem, so
you can help them last longer by lightly
I pounding the stems at the cut to let the

vascular system take up more water. There
are lots of newer varieties so you can find
one that will work in any garden. Ruth even
told us that some of the newer varieties are
smaller, allowing them to be used in con-
tainers. Some of the newest varieties can
even re-bloom later in the season.

Now until Mother's Day weekend you can
stop by and see acres of these cool varieties
during the Hulda Klager Lilac Days. It is a

£ Ny \ great time to see some of the different vari-

n:'ﬁmah 'Illjaés r:wln -; M eties and what they might look like in your
' Lo 8 ) A SToWN9 B8 8 yard. This spring has also tested the lilacs
for you! You can check out the varieties that

&'Hulda Kl'ageni i)ropférty. g
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Check out the Garden Time TV Show Archive at www.gardentime.tv 13
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Saturday, May 20th
Mam-3pm

Join us at the Cap|tol Event
Pavilion for a Fun Day!
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« Garden Thyme Nursery » Oregon Orchid Society

= Out |I'l Th e Garden Nu'.s.'ery ) (I:otting demonstrations available)

« Marilynn Russell Metal Art ° Mini Forest

- Alpine Gardens - Rita Lees Nursery
- Branch Leaf Bloom - Van Havelingen Herb Nursery

- Embroidery Expressions - Oregon Humane Society - Salem Campus

(Professional dog trainer here for questions)

- Garden Gallery Iron Works ENTER TO WIN A

$25 GIFT CARD TO

W Garder Time Ryan and : MI
s Yot - Drawings every half hour!

Garden Time M For additional
will be here! information and

oA directions scan
the QR code
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are performing the best in this challenging
weather.

We met with Mari to talk about the Lilac Days
and to learn a little bit more about Hulda.
Hulda hybridized many lilacs and became
known as the ‘Lilac Lady’ in the Woodland
area. She opened her garden to the pub-
lic for an open house in the spring during
the 1920s and kept that tradition going for
many years. She passed away in 1960. The
Hulda Klager Lilac Society now runs the gar-
den and opens it every year for this festival.
The festival is open daily from 10am to 4pm.
They charge a $5 fee during the festival and
children under 12 are free. That fee, and the
proceeds from the gift shop and lilac plant
sales, keeps this garden going all year long.
The Society has spent a lot of money in the

past few years to improve the gardens and
grounds. The improvements include resto-
ration to the historic home, the water tower
and the addition of signage. New seating
areas and even an expanded and improved
parking lot. New this year is the museum in
the old barn. You can check out the historical
displays and even buy a raffle ticket to en-
ter to win a wonderful handmade quilt. They
are also offering tours of Hulda’s house, so
check out their website for operating hours.
Certain restrictions for pets can be found on
their website, as well.

Remember the 2023 Lilac Days will run
through Mother's Day. Take the time and
visit when you get a chance. It is truly spec-
tacular!

PERENNIAL
PLANT SALE!

- Over 1,000 perennials
- Over 150 different varieties
- Prices $5 - $30
May 5-6-7
May 12-13-14
& May 26-27-28
8 am -6 pm

10868 Siegmund Rd SE, Stayton, OR
~ Just 10 minutes east of Stayton! ~

Quantity Discounts Available!

For more information call or text Pete

503-551-5105
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www.lilacgardens.com

115 S. Pekin RD Woodland WA
Aonit 22 - May 14

Stroll The Beautiful Gardens ® Tour The Home (Limited Hours)
Lilac Sales & Gift Shop * Visit the NEW Barn/Museum

Open Daily 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Gate Fee $5.00 during Lilac Days,
Children 12 and under free with adult

Check out the Garden Time TV Show Archive at www.gardentime.tv 17



PODCAST We're preparing for our next podcast, and here are some

021

of the topics we plan to discuss. Since the Garden Time
Podcast is a free-form format, we never know what might
pop up as we talk, but the information below is a loose
guide as to where we'll begin. We would love to have your
input on topics for future podcasts. Send us your ideas
May 2023 and questions at gardentime@comcast.net.

PREVUE

Then we travel to the wonderful fields
. at Schreiner’s Iris Gardens to check out

B the biggest grower of irises in the United
States. We'll have tips on growing and
helping them to thrive in any climate.
Plus we will talk about their open gar-
dens taking place throughout the month
of May. The huge display gardens are
dl featured in travel brochures as one of the
| most beautiful places to visit in Oregon
every spring. It is a "must-see" event
and we'll bring you the highlights.

" Check our website for details on the lat-
est podcasts, premiering in May.

1

Shoff come ﬁéin'-drt.shin"e"i:ihder the
_Capitol Subaru Events Pavilion.

Coming up in May we will preview one of =
the signature garden events of spring,
Subaru Garden Dayz. This cozy event at
the Capitol Subaru Pavilion in Salem is a
wonderful garden event that has a little
something for everyone. There is food,
drinks, garden vendors, kids activities
and giveaways. It is a one day event, but
it has grown to be recognized as a ‘must-
see’ occasion for many Northwest gar-
deners. We will talk about the specialty
vendors and all of the fun activities, in-

1

cluding free plants and even pencils that : NG |
- f g Chaﬂ;r@ r" IriS)'one of.the

you can plant when you are done using

them. delights at Schreiners Iris%Garden.

PHOTO CREDIT: SCHREINER'S IRIS GARDENS
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The month of May is the best of all worlds. Most of the Spring flowers are still in bloom. The
weather continues to get warmer and, occasionally, teases us with an almost-summer-like day.
And, the fruits of our labors (figuratively and literally) start to reveal themselves. It also ushers
in the arrival of plant-harming insects. Be vigilant! Your plants are counting on you to protect

them.

PLANNING

e Get the watering system ready for summer ir-

¢ Get ready to hang your flow-
ering baskets. This is the best
month for getting a basket or
three to hang outdoors and
show off your green thumb to all
the neighbors. Use a good flower
fertilizer every other watering to
get the best results.

the gardens!

rigation. Check hoses for leaks and the sprinklers

PLANTING

e Divide your stored dahlia
clumps and plant the tubers.
Dahlias produce more flowers

on thicker stems if lifted in the
fall and then
divided in the
spring and
replanted.

e Flowers

& Annuals:
Plant out
gladiolas,
begonias, canna lilies, dahlia and
lilies bulbs. Planting after mid-

month should be safe for all these
annuals: marigolds, asters, fuch-
sias, wax begonias, geraniums,
daisies, salvias, snapdragons,
stock... in other words, most all
the annual flowers!

e Perennials like carnations,
candytuft, delphiniums, daylilies,
phlox, cone flowers, lavender and
heuchera are just a few of the va-
rieties of perennials you can plant
right now.

e Landscape planting now still

e Keep a check on soil tempera-
ture for veggies you can plant
out this month. Most of the
warmer season veggies will be
able to go in this month.

to make sure they still work well. This would be a
good time to create a more au-
tomatic drip irrigation system for

gives the plants a good head start
on a strong root system before
the summer heat sets in.

e This is the month to plant your
Rose bushes. They also make a
great Moth-
er's Day gift!

e Tomatoes
and other
warmer
weather veg-
gies can go
in now.

TASKS, MAINTENANCE & CLEAN-UP

e Watch for late frost! This is the time of year the
late frosts can do the most damage when plants
have flower buds ready to burst and we get all

excited and plant out everything we can find. Cover

the tender plants when frost is forecast with Har-
vest Guard protective yard and garden cover.
e Remove Rhododendrons spent flower heads as

soon as they are done blooming. This is mostly for
appearance because the plants will set buds for
next year even if they are not deadheaded.

e Protect young plants from slugs with Bonide’s
Slug magic. Be on the lookout for the little eggs
that resemble white B-Bs. Using Bonide’s Slug Mag-



ic is safe around pets and breaks
down into
usable iron for
the plants to
consume.

e Monitor
plants for
insects like
aphids and
spittlebugs and the like. Most
control can be handled with a
burst of water from the hose or
hand picking off.

e Be on the lookout for codling
moths on apple and pear trees.
Adults typically emerge in May-
June. Pheromone-baited traps
can be used to reduce popula-
tions of male moths. Remove
brush, debris, and culled fruit
from orchards. Remove loose

bark to eliminate possible hiding
places for cocoons. Wrap trunk
with corrugated cardboard or bur-
lap to trap migrating larvae. Peri-
odic removal of these tree wraps
to destroy cocooning larvae, can
help a lot.

¢ Watch for notching insect feed-
ing damage on rhodys and other
broad-leafed evergreen plants.
This could be the root weevil

and it is a bit harder to detect.
Go out at night with a flashlight
to see them eating your rho-
dies or place some paper below
the plants at night and tap on
the plants. If you hear the little
‘plops’ of something dropping
onto the paper, you may get to
see the sneaky root weevil adults.
Once the soil temperature is 55F
or above you can use the safe

VEGETABLE GARDEN

organic ‘Beneficial Nematodes’
around the plants if the weevils
are found. BN are safe to use and
work up to two years to totally
destroy root weevil adults and
grubs.

e Over seeding a grass lawn or
starting from
scratch: May
is a good
month for
both of these
tasks. Fertilize
the lawn once
every two
months for
optimal color. Mow a bit higher as
the weather warms. If you have
used a moss killer on the lawn,
don’t put down grass seed for at
least 6 weeks after that applica-
tion.

¢ VVegetables - Monitor soil temperature to see when
you can safely plant out the warmer season crops.
Wait until the soil is consistently above 70 F to plant
out basil, cucumber, eggplant, melons, peppers,
tomatoes and pumpkins or squash.

Plant anytime in May by seed: Arugula, Asian
greens, snap beans, broccoli, brussels sprouts, car-
rots, cauliflower, celery, cilantro, sweet corn, dill,
kale, lettuce, green onions, parsnips, potatoes, rad-
ishes, slow bolting spinach, swiss chard, turnips.

Plant out these starts in May (waiting for warmer
soil temps for above men-
tioned veggies): Artichokes,
basil, beans, broccoli, cab-
bage, cauliflower, celery, collard
greens, cukes, eggplant, kale,
leeks, lettuce, onions, parsley,
peppers, squash, swiss chard,
tomatoes and watermelon.

e Consider planting the veggie garden in what
is called ‘intensive planting’ style AKA ‘wide-row

gardening. This will produce the most amount of
produce from your space available! Traditional
practice of planting long rows is not as productive
as planting closer together and in 3-4’ wide blocks.
The benefits of closer planting; easier to mulch, less
weed growth, snap to water, little wasted space and
the cool shade created by the foliage for soil and
roots.

e Control many vegetable insect problems by cover-
ing the crop with a row cover, like Harvest Guard.

e Control the many below ground insect pests like
root maggots safely by using Beneficial Nema-
todes once the soil temperature has reached 55 F
or warmer. These little microscopic creatures seek
out and consume over 230 soil o
dwelling garden pests.

e Control weeds by covering
them, in between the rows, with
layers of wet black and white
newspaper or cardboard covered g #i
with compost. '

Check out the Garden Time TV Show Archive at www.gardentime.tv 21
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